ARABIAN   MEDICINE;   THE   SCHOOL   OF   SALERNO
Saint Apollonia the teeth ; Saint Lawrence the back; and
Saint Erasmus the abdomen.1 Sometimes more than one saint
held sway over the part* For example, the patron saints of the
eyes were Saint Bridget, Saint Triduana, or Saint Lucia,2 accord-
ing to the country. Frequently the association arose during the
life of the saint. For example, Saint Triduana of Scotland,
admired by a Pictish chief on account of her eyes, is said to have
plucked them out and presented them to her lover impaled on
a skewer. Pictures of Saint Triduana illustrate this incident.
That belief in tradition dies hard is proved by the fact that as
recently as 1927, according to Comrie,3 persons with eye disorders
still visited Saint Triduana's well at Holyrood, Edinburgh,
although the well house had been removed from its original site
(Restalrig) to another well about a mile distant.
To other saints was accredited the power to cause or to cure
certain diseases. Saint Dymphna, a martyr of the seventh cen-
tury, was one of the saints invoked in cases of insanity. In vertigo
and epilepsy prayers were offered to Saint Avertin, while diseases
of the rectum, such as haemorrhoids or fistula, apparently common
in mediaeval times, were healed by the intervention of Saint Fiacre.
The effigy of this saint adorned the inn at Paris where carriages
were first offered for hire, a circumstance which led to the intro-
duction of the French word fiacre^ to signify a horse cab.
One of the best known of the patron saints, as might be ex-
pected, was Saint Roch, who presided over plague.4 Born in
Montpellier, of noble parents, about the beginning of the four-
teenth century, he devoted his energy and his wealth to the care
of the stricken people while the Black Death was devastating
Europe. After he had visited many cities on his mission of mercy,
he was himself a victim of plague at Piacenza, where he crawled
outside the walls to die. Each day his dog brought him a loaf
of bread, none knew from whence. Then an angel appeared one
night, and healed his sore so that he recovered. Returning to his
native Montpellier, he was not recognized, but was arrested as a
spy and cast into prison, where he died, leaving this message: " All
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